MINUTES of MEETING of the BUTE AND COWAL COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP held

Present:

BY MICROSOFT TEAMS
on TUESDAY, 7 FEBRUARY 2023

Charles Dixon-Spain (Chair)

Stuart McLean, Committee Manager, Argyll and Bute Council

Ailie Law, Community Development Officer, Argyll and Bute Council

Jackie Westerman, Home Energy Efficiency Project Officer, Argyll and Bute Council
John McLuckie, Community Planning Partnership Lead, Argyll and Bute Council
Councillor Liz McCabe

Councillor Daniel Hampsey

Councillor Gordon Blair

Councillor Jan Brown

Laura Stephenson, Argyll and Bute Health and Social Care Partnership






(b)

Decision

The Bute and Cowal Area Community Planning Group:

1.

considered and adopted the Terms of Reference submitted at Appendix 1 of the
report and to agreed that they would be reviewed on an annual basis to ensure
their ongoing currency and appropriateness for the work of the Area CPG as it
developed over time;

considered and agreed the membership of the group at Appendix 2 of the report
and agreed that the membership of the group would be reviewed on an annual
basis to ensure currency and appropriateness for the work of the group as it
developed over time; and

noted the dates for future meetings of Tuesday 2 May 2023, Tuesday 15 August
2023, Tuesday 31 October 2023, Tuesday 6 February 2024 and Tuesday 30
April 2024.

(Reference: Report by, Committee Manager, Argyll and Bute Council, dated 7
February 2023, submitted)

Appointment of Vice-Chair of the Bute and Cowal Area Community Planning
Group


/forms/improving-lives-argyll-and-bute

Decision



(d)

(€)

(f)

service; the newly launched Health Improvement website and health screening
awareness. It was highlighted that further information on NHS Screening
Programmes could be found at NHS Inform.

Decision

The Bute and Cowal Area Community Planning Group considered and noted the
information provided.

(Reference: Report by Health Improvement Lead, Argyll and Bute Health and Social
Care Partnership, submitted)

UHI Argyll - Rothesay and Dunoon Update

The Group gave consideration to an update by Rhona Altin, UHI Argyll. The update
highlighted that all UHI Argyll Centres have provided additional support in response
to the rising living costs; they are now offering a wide range of free access courses;
intensive tuition in National 5 English and Maths is being offered for a fee which is
more affordable than private tuition; opens days were held in all UHI Centres in
November and January with a further open day scheduled for March; the Graduation
Ceremony for 2022 graduates was held in September 2022 and The Sawa
partnership project for New Scots reached completion in October 2022.

Decision

The Bute and Cowal Area Community Planning Group considered and noted the
information provided.

(Reference: Report by UHI Argyll, dated 25 January 2023, submitted)

Live Argyll - Community Learning Services Update

The Group gave consideration to an update from Rhona Grant, Live Argyll -
Community Learning Service, which provided information on activities relating to the
Sawa project Bute which concluded in October 2022; cooking on a budget youth
sessions; Dunoon girls group; MSYPs consultation events and the new appointment
of LiveArgyll Community Learning Services Youth Team Leader.

It was also added that Adult Learning activities and classes on Bute will resume
once the position for a new adult learning worker has been filled.

Decision

The Bute and Cowal Area Community Planning Group considered and noted the
information provided.

(Reference: Report by Rhona Grant, Team Leader — Community Learning Services,
Live Argyll, submitted)

Department for Work and Pensions Update

The Group gave consideration to a written update from the Department for Work and
Pensions (DWP) providing statistical information on the number of customers





https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/ABCABCommunityPartnersSurvey/

Decision

The Bute and Cowal Area Community Pla






Decision

The Bute and Cowal Area Community Planning Group considered and noted the
information provided.

(Reference: Verbal report by Becky Hothersall, Community Link Lead, Shaping Places for
Wellbeing, Dunoon)

8. COMMUNITY FOCUS

(@) Strachur Men's Shed

The Group considered a verbal presentation by Douglas McHugh, Treasurer for
Strachur Men’s Shed. Douglas advised that the Group first met back in February
2022 and advised that although itis named as a Men’s Shed it is a community shed
with male and female members. He added that they have got over 70 people
expressing an interest with many producing plants from their own sheds as they do
not have a Community Shed.

Douglas highlighted that they have applied for many grants but have been
unsuccessful as they are not in a position to spend the money within the deadlines
set by funders. It was highlighted that around £100K would be required to build a
shed. Councillor Blair advised that the Supporting Community Grant Fund which can
be accessed on the Argyll and Bute Council website may be of interest for the Group
as the fund provides grants up to £2,500 which could help towards the costs.

Decision

The Bute and Cowal Area Community Planning Group considered and noted the
information provided.

(Reference: Verbal report by Douglas McHugh, Treasurer, Strachur Men’'s Shed)

9. CLIMATE CHANGE

(@) Climate Change Working Group Highlight Report

Consideration was given to a report which highlighted the ongoing work of the
Climate Change Working Group. The report outlined the proposal to produce a
strategic Action Plan as a means to address the climate emergency in Argyll and
Bute; the development of governance arrangements and structures to support the
Climate Change Project Officer post. It was highlighted that they are actively
pursuing the recruitment of a Project Manager to start this Action Plan work and
hope to have someone in post before the end of the financial year.

Decision

The Bute and Cowal Area Community Planning Group considered and noted the
information provided.

(Reference: Report by Chair of the Community Planning Partnership Climate
Change Working Group, dated 20 January 2023, submitted)



(b)

Home Energy Efficiency

Jackie Westerman, Home Energy Efficiency Project Officer for Argyll and Bute
Council provided the Group with a verbal presentation on Home Energy Efficiency
and the funds available to people within Argyll and Bute. Jackie highlighted that the
premise of the Energy Efficient Scotland Scheme is to reduce carbon emissions to
contribute to the Scottish Governments aim to have 0% emissions by 2040, adding
that fuel poverty has been an important aspect of her work. Jackie reported that the
Energy Efficient Scotland Area Based Scheme is available to home owners or
private rented tenants with grant amounts dependent on property type and personal
circumstances, with awards starting at £8,500 for a flat and a maximum of £13,500
for a detached property.

Jackie highlighted that from July 2022 until now, £1.12million has been spent in
Argyll and Bute and that more than 130 households in Argyll and Bute have been
insulated inthis year's programme.

Action —


https://cormonachan-woodlands.co.uk/

